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A  SERMON. 


Oh  how  great  is  thy  goodness,  which  thou  hast  laid  up  for 

THEM  that  fear  THEE  ;  WHICH  THOU  HAST  WROUGHT  FOR  THEM 

that  trust  in  thee  before  THE  SONS  OF  MEN. — Psahni  31 :  19. 


Our  life  in  the  present  world  is  but  the  threshold  of  eter- 
nity,— the  dawn  of  an  existence  that  is  never  to  end.  We  are 
placed  here  on  the  earth  to  spend  a  few  brief  days  amid  the 
Creator's  works,  as  preparatory  to  our  removal  hence  ;  then 
we  pass  from  the  scenes  of  time,  enter  into  an  invisible  world 
and  are  seen  here  no  more.  And  of  that  world,  to  which  we 
go  at  death,  we  know  nothing  but  what  God  has  told  us  in  his 
word.  Reason  cannot  conduct  us  a  single  step  beyond  the 
grave.  It  cannot  assure  us  that  we  are  to  exist  hereafter ; 
much  less  in  what  state  we  are  to  exist.  The  poor  heathen 
are,  and  always  have  been  in  profound  darkness  on  this  subject. 
And  so  are  all  such  as  reject  the  light  of  God's  revelation,  and 
follow  the  darkling  speculations  of  their  own  minds.  The  ut- 
most that  reason  can  suggest  on  this  subject  of  amazing  interest 
amounts  to  nothing  more  than  vague  conjecture  ;  and  conjec- 
ture is  cold  consolation,  when  one  is  bereaved  of  near  and  dear 
friends ;  or  is  called  himself  to  pass  through  the  last  solemn 
change.  What  we  need  in  that  hour  is  certainty  ;  and  cer- 
tainty is  no  where  to  be  found  but  in  the  word  of  God.    That 
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word  affords  us  abundant  consolation  amid  the  bereavements 
and  sorrows  of  life  ;  sheds  a  cheerful  light  over  the  darkness 
of  the  tomb,  and  assures  us  not  only  that  we  are  to  exist  in  a 
future  state,  but, — if  prepared  for  so  glorious  an  inheritance — 
are  to  exist  forever  in  the  fruition  of  that  goodness  which  God 
has  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  and  trust  in  him  before  the  sons 
of  men.  It  is  true,  God  has  not  told  us  all  we  might  wish  to 
know  of  the  invisible  world.  But  he  has  told  us  enough  for 
all  practical,  saving  purposes ;  enough  to  hush  the  voice  of 
grief,  and  to  inspire  us  with  submission  and  hope,  while,  under 
the  afflictions  of  life,  we  look  to  that  eternal  weight  of  glory 
which  he  has  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.  It  doth  not 
yet  appear,  says  an  Apostle,  what  we  shall  be  ;  but  we  know 
that  when  he  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  him,  for  we  shall 
see  him  as  he  is.  Some  things  we  do  not  know  respecting  our 
state  of  existence  hereafter ;  other  things  we  do  know,  espe- 
cially this,  that  we  shall  see  God  our  Savior  as  he  is ;  and  in 
consequence,  be  transformed  into  a  perfect  moral  resemblance 
to  him,  and  so  be  eternally  blessed. 

Our  text  speaks  a  similar  language.  It  does  not  tell  us,  in 
precise  terms,  what  and  how  great  is  the  blessedness  which 
God  has  prepared  for  his  friends  ;  but  it  plainly  intimates  that 
it  is  great  and  wonderful  beyond  what  we  can  conceive.  Oh 
how  great  is  thy  goodness  which  thou  hast  laid  up  for  them 
that  fear  thee  ;  which  thou  hast  wrought  for  them  that  trust 
in  thee  before  the  sons  of  man. 

Mark,  my  brethren,  how  discriminating  is  the  Bible  in  all 
its  intimations  of  good  to  the  children  of  men.  It  speaks  here 
of  a  treasure  of  goodness  wrought  out  and  laid  up  of  God,  not 
to  be  conferred  indiscriminately  upon  persons  of  any,  and  every 
character ;  but  only  upon  such  as  fear  him  and  trust  him  in" 
the  presence  of  their  fellow  men. 

Before  directing  your  attention,  then,  to  the  treasure  of  good- 


ness  spoken  of  in  our  text,  it  seems  necessary  to  set  before 
you  the  character  of  those  for  whom  it  is  exclusively  designed. 
They  are  designated,  you  perceive,  by  two  icvms— fear  and 
trust, — terms  of  very  comprehensive  import,  as  used  in  the 
scriptures,  and  eminently  distinctive  of  the  true  friends  of  God. 

The  fear  meant  in  our  text  is  not,  of  course,  that  servile, 
slavish  fear,  which  results  from  a  consciousness  of  unpardoned 
guilt,  or  from  an  apprehension  of  punishment  from  the  provoked 
Majesty  of  heaven,— such  as  is  wont  to  disturb  the  rest  of  the 
sinner,  and  to  make  him  tremble  as  Felix  did,  when  he  thinks 
of  death  and  a  judgment  to  come.  It  is  rather  a  filial,  rever- 
ential fear,  resulting  from  a  just  view  of  the  glory  and  excel- 
lence of  God,  and  from  an  affectionate,  dutiful  love  to  his  great 
and  adorable  character.  It  is  always  connected  with  humility 
and  submission,  and  with  a  tender,  conscientious  regard  for  the 
will  and  the  glory  of  God.  It  is  the  fear  of  an  affectionate, 
obedient  child  towards  a  revered  and  much  loved  parent, — a 
fear  to  displease  or  offend  him,  coupled  with  a  desire  in  all 
things  to  consult  his  interest  and  his  honor. 

In  this  view,  the  fear  of  God  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  primary 
and  most  important  part  of  true  religion.  It  is  so  represented 
in  the  scriptures.  It  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom  ;  and  an  es= 
sential  element  of  all  consistent  and  fruitful  piety.  There  is 
no  one  thing  in  which  the  religion  of  the  present  day  is  more 
defective  than  in  the  fear  of  God.  For  the  want  of  this,  it  is, 
to  a  melancholy  extent,  light,  unstable,  unfruitful,  savoring  more 
of  the  spirit  and  maxims  of  the  world,  than  of  the  love  and 
service  of  God. 

Trust,  the  other  term  used  in  our  text,  denotes  an  humble, 
affectionate  rehance  on  God.  It  looks  to  him  as  a  Father  and 
a  Friend  ;  believes  in  his  truth,  confides  in  his  promises,  rests  in 
his  providence,  and  rejoices  that  he  lives  and  reigns  forever 
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over  all  his  works.  This  too,  like  fear^  is  an  essential  part  of 
true  religion.  It  springs  from  just  views  of  the  character  and 
ways  of  God,  as  the  greatest  and  best  of  beings,  and  from  a 
full,  cordial  persuasion  that  it  is  right,  and  safe,  and  good,  to  be 
in  his  hands  and  at  his  disposal.  It  hes  at  the  foundation  of  all 
submission,  peace  and  hope  ;  and  it  is  from  this  divine  disposi- 
tion that  all  the  Christian  graces. are  nourished,  invigorated 
and  made  fruitful  unto  God. 

These  two  traits,  fear  and  trust  combined,  form  a  character 
of  distinguished  excellence  and  worth,  as  well  as  of  rare  occur- 
rence in  this  world  of  rebellion  and  sin.  There  are  not  many 
who  truly  fear  and  trust  God  before  the  sons  of  men.  The 
number  is,  indeed,  not  small  of  those  who  profess  to  do  this. 
But  there  are  few  who  really  possess  this  high  character,  or 
who  make  it  manifest,  in  their  lives,  that  they  are  fearers  and 
trusters  of  God.  He,  who  truly  possesses  this  character,  has 
been  formed  to  it  by  a  new  and  heavenly  birth.  It  is  such  a 
character  as  belongs  to  no  man  by  nature.  It  is  the  production 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  renewing  the  heart,  and  imbuing  the  soul 
with  the  principles  of  a  new,  spiritual  life.  The  man,  to  whom 
belongs  the  character  designated  in  our  text,  is  humble,  rever- 
ential, confiding  and  dutiful  before  God.  He  thinks  of  him 
with  affection,  trust  and  hope  ;  relies  upon  his  word  of  truth 
with  a  filial  spirit,  resorts  to  him  in  every  time  of  difficulty  and 
trial  as  his  refuge  and  support,  and  endeavors  to  show  in  the 
whole  tenor  of  his  conduct  and  conversation  before  the  sons  of 
men,  that  God  is,  indeed,  his  fear  and  trust,  his  chosen  portion 
and  his  everlasting  friend. 

I  have  said  such  characters  are  rare  in  our  world.  And  this 
is  true.  Yet  God  has  always  had  some  on  earth,  who  have 
sustained  and  manifested  this  character-^persons  whom  he  has 
called  out  from  the  mass  of  mankind,  and  set  apart  for  himself, 
implanting  in  them  his  fear  and  love,  and  leading  them  to  trust 


liim  in  the  presence  of  their  fcllovv-men.  Abraham  feared 
<ind  trusted  God,  and  at  his  call,  went  forth  from  his  country 
and  his  kindred  to  sojourn  in  a  strange  land,  which  he  was 
afterwards  to  receive  for  an  inheritance.  Moses  leared  and 
trusted  God,  and  therefore  feared  not  the  wrath  of  the  king, 
but  chose  rather  to  sulTer  affliction  with  the  people  of  God, 
than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season — having  respect 
unto  the  recompense  of  reward.  Daniel  and  his  three  friends 
feared  and  trusted  God,  and  calmly  braved  the  lion's  den,  and  the 
fiery  furnace,  rather  than  forsake  the  path  of  duty,  or  be  guilty 
of  an  act  of  sin.  Paul  with  his  fellow  Apostles,  and  multitudes 
of  saints  and  martyrs  in  primitive  times  feared  and  trusted 
God,  and  cheerfully  forsook  all  for  Christ  and  continued  faithful 
ujito  death.  Indeed,  all  who  have  overcome  the  world,  and 
have  risen  from  the  scenes  of  earth  and  time,  to  the  victor's 
crown  and  the  victor's  glory,  have  feared  and  trusted  God ; 
this  was  their  distinguishing  character  while  here  below,  and  it 
marked  them  as  worthy  of  a  place  among  the  redeemed  in  the 
world  of  light.  Thither  they  have  ascended  in  long  and  bright 
succession,  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses,  to  whom  we  are  to  look 
while  running  the  Christian  race, — all  testifying,  as  they  rose 
from  earth  to  heaven,  to  the  greatness  and  abundance  of  the 
goodness,  which  God  has  kid  up  for  them  that  fear  him ; 
which  he  has  wrought  for  them  that  trust  in  him  before  the 
sons  of  men. 

Let  us  now  draw  near,  and  contemplate  this  goodness  in 
some  of  its  revealed  and  more  obvious  aspects.  It  is  spoken 
of  in  our  text  as  a  treasure  laid  up,  a  goodness  wrought  out,  or 
prepared;  as  if  held  in  reserve,  and  to  be  enjoyed  in  perfection, 
not  till  those  for  whom  it  is  designed,  reach  the  heavenly  world. 
But  it  is  not  all  future.  There  are  rich  foretastes  of  it  given  to 
refresh  pilgrims  on  their  way  homeward.  There  are  streams 
flowing  down  from  this  treasure   of  goodness,  which  follow 


those  that  fear  and  trust  God,  in  all  their  journey  on  earth,  as 
the  stream  which  issued  from  the  smitten  rock  in  Horeb,  follow- 
ed Israel  in  the  wilderness.  God  giveth  them  songs  in  the 
house  of  their  pilgrimage.  He  goeth  before  them,  a  pillar  of 
fire  by  night,  and  of  cloud  by  day,  to  guide,  protect  and  bless 
them;  and  often  he  refreshes  them  with  clusters  from  the  land 
of  promise. 

To  gpeak  more  particularly  of  this  treasure  of  goodness, 

we    may  say,    it   includes    all    the    perfections   of    God. ■ 

These  are  pledged  to  guard,  help  and  bless  all  that  fear  and 
trust  him  before  the  sons  of  men.      He  markes  them  as  the 
objects  of  his  peculiar  friendship  and  love  ;  he  views  their  char- 
acter with  complacency,  and  his  perfections,  as  a  munition  of 
rocks,  encircle  them   round  about,   and   nothing  can  reach  to 
harm  them  within  that   divine   enclosure.     Safe  beneath  the 
pavilion  of  his  everlasting  love  and  faithfulness,  they  may  look 
unmoved  upon  the  agitations  of  earth  and  time,  and  feel  that 
all  their  interests  are  secure  for  eternity.     As  they  fear  and 
trust  God  before  the  sons  of  men,  so  he  owns  and  treats  them 
as  his  friends,  and  has  declared  that  all  things  are  theirs,  and 
shall  work  together  for  their  good  ;  so   that  they  may  boldly 
say,  the  Lord  is  on  our  side,  and  we  will  fear  no  evil.     Who 
shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ,  or  deprive  us  of  the 
guardianship  of  him,  who  has  promised  never  to  leave  nor  for- 
sake us  ?     Whatever  uncertainty  may  attend  other  things,  there 
is  none  here  ;  God  is  on  the   side  of  them  that  fear  and  trust 
him,  and  whatever  be  their  circumstances  in  this  world,  or  to 
whatever  part  of  the  universe  they  may  remove,  God  is  with 
them  still,  to  supply  all  their  wants,  and  fill  them  v/ith  eternal 
joys  from  the  never  failing  treasure  of  his  goodness.     This 
goodness  takes  them  up  from  the  moment  they  assume  the' 
character  of  fearers  and  trusters  of  God,  and  it  never  leaves 
them  till  they  are  crowned  with  immortal  blessedness  in  heaven. 


Il  includes  present  peace  of  mind,  and  joy  and  hope  in  God. 
To  them  who  fear  and  trust  his  name  he  gives  a  sweet  sense 
of  pardon,  and  reconciliation  to  himself,  and  enables  them  to 
rejoice  in  hope  of  his  glory.  All  the  promises  of  the  Bible  are 
theirs,  and  all  the  hopes  of  immortality.  If  they  enter  upon 
this  course  in  the  morning  of  life,  God  meets  them  with  his 
goodness,  sheds  upon  them  the  dews  of  his  grace,  and  they 
grow  up  as  plants  of  righteousness  in  his  courts  to  flourish  for- 
ever in  the  Paradise  above.  He  grants  to  them  his  communion, 
takes  them  into  fellowship  with  himself,  forms  them  after  his 
image,  gives  them  from  time  to  time,  renewed  tokens  of  his 
favor,  increases  their  spirituality  and  joy  in  him,  and  causes  them 
to  bring  forth  fruit  in  old  age. 

In  the  dealings  of  his  providence  with  them  he  treats  them 
as  his  children.  He  does  not,  indeed,  exempt  them  from  the 
discipline  of  his  paternal  hand  ;  but  he  sweetens  that  disciphne 
with  a  sense  of  his  paternal  love  and  faithfulness,  and  makes  it 
promotive  of  their  present  and  eternal  happiness.  If  their  con- 
dition in  life  be  humble,  and.they  are  called  to  conflict  with  trial 
and  want,  he  enables  them  to  bear  their  lot  with  meekness  and 
patience,  knowing  that  they  have  a  better  inheritance  reserved 
for  them  in  heaven.  Or  if  they  occupy  an  elevated  station,.and 
possess  an  abundance  of  this  world's  treasures,  grace  is  given  to 
enable  them  to  bear  this  still  greater  trial ;  grace  to  keep  them 
humble  and  thankful,  and  to  dispose  them  to  use  the  blessings  of 
providence  for  the  honor  of  the  Giver  and  the  good  of  those  whose 
lot  is  less  favored  than  their  own.  Those  who  truly  fear  and  trust 
God  are  not  likely  to  be  unduly  elated  in  prosperity,  nor  depress- 
ed in  adversity.  Theirs  is  a  state  of  mind  sweetly  attempered 
with  faith  and  love,  with  humility  and  hope  ;  and  calmly  resting 
in  God,  they  are  unanxious  for  the  morrow,  and  live  to  fill  up 
the  measure  of  their  earthly  being  with  duty  and  with  good. 
And  when  they  come  to  die,  still  larger  supplies  are  afforded 
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ihem  from  the  treasure  of  God's  goodness.  Their  sun,  fall 
orbed  and  bright,  declines  in  peace,  shedding  around  a  mild 
radiance  to  attract  and  guide  others  into  the  path  of  the  just.= 
Having  honored  God  in  life,  he  honors  them  in  death.  He  sup- 
ports them  with  his  presence  in  the  closing  scene.  They  enter 
into  peace,  they  rest  in  their  beds ;  each  one  walking  in  his  up- 
rightness. The  rod  and  the  staff  of  God  comfort  them  as  they 
pass  through  the  dark  valley,  and  they  fear  no  evil.  They  die 
in  the  Lord  ;  they  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do 
follow  them.  Absent  from  the  body,  they  are  present  with  the 
Lord  ;  and  there,  with  angels  and  the  spirits  of  the  just  made 
perfect,  they  learn  in  their  own  happy  experience,  how  great  is 
that  goodness  which  God  has  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  him  ; 
which  he  has  wrought  for  them  that  trust  in  him  before  the  sons 
of  men.  But  how  can  we  conceive  of  that  goodness,  or  how 
speak  of  it,  worthily,  here  amid  the  darkness  and  imperfection  of 
our  earthly  being  ?  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  the 
heart  of  man  conceived,  how  great  and  glorious  that  goodness 
is.  It  springs  eternal  in  the  bosom  of  God,  and  flows  forever  to 
refresh  and  make  happy  the  glorified  subjects  of  it.  As  exhib- 
ited in  time,  it  begins  to  be  experienced  in  the  peace,  the  pardon 
and  hope  which  it  inspires  in  the  soul ;  in  the  graces  of  the  spirit 
with  which  it  adorns  the  character ;  and  in  the  growing  meetness 
for  heaven  and  foretastes  of  its  joys,  which  it  imparts  to  the 
destined  heirs  of  bliss  in  this  house  of  their  pilgrimage.  Its 
excellence  and  glory  are  still  further  unfolded  in  the  consolation 
and  support  which  it  supplies  amid  the  adversities  and  trials  of 
life,  and  especially,  in  .the  peace  and  joy  which  it  lights  up  in 
the  bosom  in  the  solemn  change  of  death. 

But  its  consummation,  its  perfect  fruition  is  in  scenes  which 
lie  beyond  death  and  the  grave.  There  it  secures  a  glorious 
resurrection,  a  happy  re-union  of  friends  parted  here  on  the 
shores  of  time,  an  abundant  entrance  into  the  everlasting  king- 
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doni  of  God,  an  eternal  residence  with  tlie  holy  and  happy 
society  of  heaven,  and  an  endless  progress  in  all  that  adds  dig- 
nity and  blessedness  to  immortal  natures. 

This  is  the  heritage  of  the  saints  in  light,  this  the  comple- 
tion of  that  goodness  which  God  has  prepared  for  those  who 
sustain  the  character  designated  in  our  text.  A  great  multitude, 
which  no  man  can  number,  once  pilgrims  here  on  earth,  are 
already  in  possession  of  that  goodness,  and  will  be  infinitely 
happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  it  during  eternal  ages. 

Among  them  are  not  a  few  of  our  own  dear  friends  with  whom 
we  were  wont  to  take  sweet  counsel,  while  they  dwelt  with  us 
here  below ;  and  as  they  gave  us  the  parting  hand  to  go  to  their 
inheritance  on  high,  each  seemed  to  say — be  ye  followers  of  us 
who  have  gone  before  to  possess  that  goodness  which  God  has 
laid  up  for  them  that  fear  and  trust  his  name  before  the  sons 
of  men. 

Waiving  other  applications  of  this  subject,  let  me  commend 
it  to  your  grateful  attention,  my  brethren,  as  a  source  of  conso- 
lation under  the  loss  of  Christian  friends.  There  is  an  unusually 
large  number  in  this  congregation,  at  the  present  time,  who  are 
thus  bereaved.  As  I  look  over  the  house,  it  is  affecting  to  notice 
how  many  are  here  to-day  clad  in  the  badges  of  mourning. 
God  has  of  late  been  coming  very  near  to  us,  in  that  he  has 
removed  so  many  of  his  friends  and  ouis  from  the  midst  of  us. 
Let  us  hear  his  voice  of  admonition,  and  be  profitted  by  the 
lessons  which  he  is  thus  setting  before  us  in  his  providence. 
And  in  no  way  can  we  make  these  lessons  so  effectual  to  our 
spiritual  improvement  and  comfort,  as  by  gratefully  reflecting 
on  that  goodness  of  God,  which  he  has  laid  up  for  them  that 
fear  him,  and  which  is  now  enjoyed  in  full  fruition  by  our 
departed  christian  friends.  We  miss  them  from  our  circles, 
and  a  sadness  comes  over  our  spirit,  when  we  think  that  we 
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shall  see  them  here  no  more.  But  let  us  not  mourn  as  those 
who  have  no  hope.  With  them  the  changes,  the  conflicts,  the 
trials  of  life  are  over.  The  battle  is  fought  and  the  victory 
won.  And  now  they  are  at  rest  in  the  presence  of  God  their 
Savior.  While  we  mourn,  they  rejoice.  1  he  goodness  of  God 
which  called  them  into  his  kingdom  of  grace,  which  watched 
over,  guided  and  helped  them  in  the  journey  of  life,  formed 
them  after  his  image  and  fitted  them  for  his  glory,  is  now  con- 
summated in  their  everlasting  blessedness.  And  it  is  for  us  to 
think  of  them,  not  as  dead,  but  as  living  in  the  presence  of  their 
Savior,  made  perfect  in  his  likeness,  and  drinking  eternally  of 
those  rivers  of  joy  which  flow  at  his  right  hand.  Such  reflec- 
tions will  make  the  world  seem  less  in  our  esteem,  and  heaven 
more  desirable :  and  we  shall  be  led  to  pursue  our  christian 
course  with  greater  diligence,  and  cheerfulness  of  hope,  seeing 
that  at  the  end,  we  shall  go  to  be  reunited  to  those  we  loved  here 
below,  and  with  them  be  ever  present  with  the  Lord.  Let  me 
tender  to  you,  my  bereaved  friends,  this  source  of  consolation. 
Where  is  that  dear,  departed  one  whom  we  this  day  mourn?  In 
the  bosom  of  her  Savior  and  God,  we  cannot  doubt.  She  has 
gained  that  good  land,  has  reached  that  better  country  and  is 
blessed  forever.  And  ought  we  to  wish,  could  we  recall  her, — 
ought  we  to  wish  her  back  again  ? 

"  O  no, — Avhat  here  we  call  our  life  is  such 
So  little  to  be  loved,  and  thou  so  much, 
That  we  would  ill  requite  thee,  to  constrain 
Thy  unbound  spirit  into  bonds  again." 

The  allusion  in  these  sentences,  1  need  not  say,  is  to  that 
excellent  and  much  loved  disciple  of  Jesus,  who  has  just  been 
called  from  the  midst  of  us  to  enter  into  the  joy  of  her  Lord. 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  narrate  her  history,  or  present  a  full 
portrait  of  her  character.    She  was  too  well  known  to  need 
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either.  T'tit  I  fool  that,  it  is  duo  lo  the  grace  of  Cod,  thai  made 
her  what  she  was,  and  has  now,  I  doubt  not,  taken  her  to  her  home 
in  heaven,  to  pay  a  passing  tribute  to  her  memory, — to  speak  of 
her  example,  of  her  piety,  of  her  christian  usefulness,  of  the 
meekness  and  gentleness  of  her  spirit,  of  her  cheerful  trust  in 
the  Savior  and  her  untiring  interest  in  the  welfare  of  others. — 
In  these  respects,  the  character  of  our  deceased  friend  deserves 
to  be  held  up  as  one  of  uncommon  excellence,  and  worthy  of 
all  imitation. 

Mrs.  Faith  Wads  worth,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Governor 
Trumbull,  was  born  Feb.  1st,  17G9,  in  Lebanon,  this  State. — 
Blessed  with  pious  and  faithful  parents,  whose  praise  still  lingers 
in  the  memory  of  many,  she  was  from  a  child,  instructed  in  the 
things  of  God,  and  grew  up  tenderly  conscientious  of  duty,  and 
respectful  in  her  feelings  and  views  of  religion.  It  was  not 
however,  till  her  twenty-fourth  year,  that  her  mind  became 
settled  in  regard  to  her  personal  piety.  She  then  made 
a  public  profession  of  religion  in  her  native  town,  and  for 
more  than  fifty  years,  during  which  she  was  a  member  of 
this  church,  she  was  enabled  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God 
her  Savior  by  a  life  and  conversation  becoming  the  gospel. 
Her  mind  was  sprightly,  inquisitive,  well  balanced  and  excel- 
lently cultivated ;  her  temper  was  uncommonly  mild,  affection- 
ate and  cheerful,  often  exhibiting  a  pleasant  playfulness  of  spirit, 
enlivening  conversation  and  intercourse,  but  never  light,  censo- 
rious or  severe;  her  heart  replete  with  tenderness,  and  alive  to 
every  social  and  sympathetic  feeling  ;  her  manners  easy,  attract- 
ive, simple,  bespeaking  at  once  the  frankness  of  her  disposition 
and  her  freedom  from  every  thing  that  savored  in  the  least  of 
ostentation,  envy  or  suspicion  ;  her  sense  of  duty  clear,  discrimi- 
nating, and  eminently  tender  and  active ;  her  kindness  to  all 
around  her  constant  and  untiring ;  her  benevolence  expansive 
and  judicious, — all  crowned  with  a  humble,  retiring,  but  attract- 
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ive,  fruitful  piety — these  were  the  prominent  traits  of  her 
character ;  and  combining  in  just  proportion  and  beautiful  har- 
mony, they  formed  her  to  be  esteemed  and  loved  by  all  who 
knew  her,  and  to  fill  with  dignity  and  usefulness  every  station  in 
which  she  was  called  to  act. 

Her  christian  character  was  a  beautiful  combination  of 
humility,  meekness,  benevolence  and  trust  ;  heightened,  espe- 
cially in  later  years,  by  great  tenderness  of  affection,  and  a 
cheerful,  sustaining  hope  in  her  Redeemer.  In  a  severe 
sickness  with  which  she  was  visited  some  six  years  since, 
when  she  viewed  herself  as  very  near  to  death,  she  was 
favored  with  a  most  comfortable  evidence  of  her  interest  in 
the  friendship  of  her  Savior,  and  was  very  happy  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  his  presence  Her  "interior  life"  received  at  that  time 
a  higher  development,  the  enlivening  and  cheering  influence  of 
which  attended  her  during  the  remainder  of  her  earthly  course. 
Among  the  last  words  she  uttered  was  this. — 1  cling  to  the  hand 
that  was  pierced  ;  and  only  a  few  hours  before  her  death,  as  she 
lay  down  upon  her  bed  for  the  last  time,  she  poured  forth  a  prayer 
of  great  humility  and  tenderness,  committing  her  soul  in  filial 
confidence  to  the  mercy  of  her  Savior. 

Her  religious  opinions  were  not  received  upon  trust ; 
she  studied  the  scriptures  herself  with  diligence,  candor, 
and  prayer;  and  while  her  faith  was  unwavering  in  the 
peculiar  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  in  distinction  from  all  lat- 
itudinarian  views,  she  had  not  a  particle  of  bigotry,  but 
could  readily  extend  "  love  without  dissimulation"  to  all 
who,  while  they  might  differ  from  her  in  smaller  matters, 
*  agreed  in  the  great  christian  essential  of  acceptance  in  the 
Beloved.'  Her  religion,  it  may  be  added,  was  not  a  thing  which 
grew  up  without  culture  or  care.  She  was  peculiarly  faithful 
in  using  the  means  of  christian  growth.  Her  Bible,  her  closet, 
her  books  of  piety  and  helps  to  devotion,  resorted  to  day  by  day 
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ihfoUgh  a  l(;lig  scries  oi  years,  bear  wilness  to  liei'  iJiI){j;ence  alii! 
fidelity  in  the  cultivation  of  personal  religion.  She  greatly 
loved  the  Sabbath  and  the  sanctuary,  with  their  sacred  duties 
and  privileges,  was  never  absent  from  her  place,  when 
she  was  able  to  attend  pubhc  worship,  and  I  have  always 
regarded  her  as  one  of  the  most  serious,  affectionate  and  profit- 
ing of  my  hearers. 

Sincerity  and  simplicity  were  shining  traits  in  the  character 
of  our  deceased  friend.  The  usages  of  the  most  polite  and 
refined  society  never  led  her  to  countenance  what  was  artificial, 
or  to  repress  what  was  right  and  true.  There  was  about  her 
no  display  either  in  dress  or  manner,  no  ostentation  of  wealth  or 
superiority  of  any  kind ;  and  she  never  did  or  said  a  thing  for 
the  sake  of  popularity  or  show.  In  a  word,  she  was  a  beauti- 
ful exemplification  of  the  scripture  which  saith — Let  not  your 
adorning  be  that  of  plaiting  the  hair,  and  of  wearing  of  gold, 
or  of  putting  on  of  apparel ;  but  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart, 
in  that  which  is  not  corruptible,  even  the  ornament  of  a  meek 
and  quiet   spirit,  which  is  in  the  sight  of  God  of  great  price. 

Chaste  and  simple  in  her  taste,  she  was  an  admirable  model 
of  neatness,  elegance  and  propriety  in  all  that  related  to  dress, 
manners,  and  the  intercouise  of  life.  The  influence  of  her  ex- 
ample in  this  respect  has  been  great,  and  eminently  happy ; 
and  long  may  it  continue  to  be  felt  in  this  congregation,  and 
throughout  this  comnmnity. 

Refined  and  accomplished  in  her  own  character,  she  was 
qualified  to  move  with  dignity  and  propriety  in  the  most  eleva- 
ted circles ;  yet  she  had  a  condescension  and  kindness  in  her 
whole  deportment,  which  won  the  confidence  and  love, of  the 
poorest  and  humblest  in  society.  The  ease  and  gentleness  of 
her  manners,  her  interesting  and  instructive  conversation,  and 
the  manifest  benevolence  that   beamed  forth  in  all  her  words 
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and  actions,  made  her  the  chosen  and  pleasant  companion  of  the 
young  as  well  as  of  others,  and  drew  them  to  her  in  strong  at- 
tachment and  esteem.  She  had  a  heart  to  pity  and  a  hand  to 
relieve  the  poor  and  needy  of  every  class  ;  and  many  a  widow 
and  orphan  and  indigent  sufferer  are  this  day  embalming  her 
memory  in  their  tears.  Her  charities  are  known  to  have  been 
numerous  and  liberal  ;  but  their  extent  and  amount  will  not  be 
known  till  the  final  day.  Many  are  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
affliction  that  have  been  relieved  by  her  bounties,  who  have  not 
known  the  hand  that  bestowed  them,  and  never  will,  till  it  is 
revealed  hereafter. 

In  her  domestic  character,  she  was  a  perfect  example  of 
order,  neatness,  economy  and  prudence.  Though  in  affluent 
circumstances,  she  always  looked  well  to  the  ways  of  her 
household.  A  habit  of  order  extended  to  every  thing  under 
her  care ;  and  this  it  was  which  made  the  arrangements  of  her 
household  and  its  hospitality  so  beautiful  and  attractive,  impress- 
ing upon  those  around  her  the  excellence  of  industry,  and  a 
sense  of  the  value  of  time,  as  well  as  the  wisdom  and  worth  of 
her  own  character. 

Mrs.  Wadsworth  had  an  ardent  love  of  knowledge.  Be- 
sides the  Bible  and  her  books  of  devotion,  which  occupied  a 
portion  of  her  time  every  day,  she  took  great  delight  in  reading 
literary  works  of  taste  and  excellence — as  travels,  voyages,  his- 
tories, and  biographies  of  the  wise  and  good  ;  and  she  always 
had  some  book  on  hand  to  occupy  her  leisure  hours.  This  gave 
vivacityand  freshness  to  her  mind,  enlarged  the  circle  of  her 
knowledge,  and  made  her  so  interesting  and  useful  as  a 
companion  and  friend. 

Loving  her  Savior  and  loving  his  cause  in  the  world,  she  felt 
a  lively  interest  in  the  various  christian  and  benevolent  institu- 
tions which  distinguish  our  day;  and  always  bore  a  cheerful  and 
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■generous  part  in  sustaining  their  operations  l)y  conlributrng  lor 
their  support. 

The  law  of  kindness  was  on  her  tongue  ;  and  she  was  always 
much  more  ready  to  commend  the  virtues,  than  to  speak  of  the 
faults  of  others.  Though  possessing  a  peculiarly  quick  discern- 
ment of  character,  and  able  easily  to  detect  the  foibles  and 
errors  of  others,  she  never  allowed  them  to  check  the  warm 
flowings  of  her  good  will  ;  but  gracefully  drawing  over  them 
the  mantle  of  her  charity,  she  gave  full  credit  for  any  redeem- 
ing qualities  she  discovered ;  and  never  did  I  hear  her  utter  a 
word  of  detraction,  or  make  an  unkind  remark  respecting  any 
human  being. 

Enemies  !  she  had  none  ;  for  how  could  any  one  be  an 
enemy  to  her  who  was  so  gentle  in  her  spirit,  so  kind  in  her 
words,  and  so  benevolent  in  her  conduct  towards  all  around 
her. 

Eminently  disinterested  in  her  character,  she  was  a  model  of 
Christian  friendship.  Her  heart  was  open  to  the  slightest  con- 
cerns of  those  who  confided  in  her;  and  their  sorrows  and  joys 
were  her  own.  Her  happiness  was  secured  by  making  others 
happy.  The  casting  out  of  self  left  large  room  for  the  warm 
and  benevolent  affections  which  centre  on  kindred  and  relatives, 
and  which  are  wont  to  be  manifested  in  the  tender  intercourse  of 
friendship  ;  in  compassion  for  the  needy  and  suffering,  and  in 
charity  for  all  mankind. 

In  her  conjugal  character  she  was  devoted,  aflfectionate,  and 
self  sacrificing  unto  the  end  ;  and  he  who  mourns  her  loss  this 
day,  and  with  whom  she  was  so  happily  united  (or  fifty-three 
years,  cannot  but  feel  that  the  joy  of  his  habitation  is  gone, 
and  the  light  of  his  path  removed.  Yes,  she  is  gone  ;  and 
no  one  that  ever  knew  her  can  have  a  doubt  that  she  has  gone 
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ness was  shorty  and  h.er  transition  easy  from  this  to  a  happier 
world.  Always  in  very  deJicatc  health,  with  a  feeble  frame 
and  frequent  infirmities,  her  friends  have  noticed  for  some 
time  past,  that  the  tide  of  life  was  ebbing,  and  that  she  could 
not  long  remain  with  us.  But  death  at  last  came  suddenly 
and  unexpectedly  to  all,  perhaps,  except  to  herself.  She  evi- 
dently expected  the  change  soon,  and  was  prepared  for  it, — 
With  no  active  disease  upon  her,  she  retired  to  her  room  last 
Sabbath  evening,  much  as  usual,  for  a  short  time  previous  :  when 
about  two  o'clock,  without  a  struggle  or  a  groan,  she  fell  asleep 
in  Jesus,  and  entered  into  rest. 

And  now,  when  I  contemplate  the  character  of  our  departed 
friend,  and  call  to  mind  the  many  virtues  which  adorned  her 
life,  and  gave  her  peace  and  hope  in  death,  I  cannot  but  feel 
that  these  lines,  from  our  immortal  bard,  may  be  applied  tc 
her  as  truly  as  to  any  one  I  have  ever  known. 

'•'  When  faith  and  love  which  parted  from  thee  never. 

Had  ripened  thy  just  soul  to  dwell  with  God. 

Meekly  thou  didst  resign  this  earthy  load 

Of  death  called   life  ;  which  us  from  life  doth  sever- 

Thy  Avorks  and  alms  and  all  thy  good  endeavor 

Staid  not  behind,  nor  in  the  grave  Avere   trode  : 

But  as  faith  pointed  with  her  golden  rod, 

Followed  thee  up  to  bliss  and  joy  forever; — 

Love  led  them  on,  and   faith  who  knew  them  bes': 

Thy  handmaids  clad  them  o'er  with  purple  beam?  > 

And  azure  Avings  that  up  they  fleAv  so  drest. 

And  spake  the  truth  of  thee  on  glorious  theme?. 

Before  the  Judge,  avIio  thenceforth  bade  the  rest. 

And  drink  diy  fill  of  pure  immortal  c4veams.'' 
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From  this  review,  connoct.od   vvitli  ihc   subject  of  our  iW^^- 
coure,  allow  me  to  press  upon  all  ol"  j-on,  my  friends,  liic  trans 
ccndcnt  excellence  of  Christian  clinracter,   and  llic    supreme 
importance  of  fearing  and   trusting  God.     The  former  bears 
the   image  of  God,  and  you   cannot  but    respect,  it  however 
you    may   neglect  to  cultivate    it  ;    the    latter  is  indispensa- 
ble  to    your    immortal    happiness,    as    without   it,    there    is 
no   pardon,    and   no  good   for   you  during  eternity.     Let  all 
tlien  aspire  to  attain  the  Christian  character,  which  can  alone 
commend  them  to  the  favor  of  God,  and  secure  for  them  a 
place  in  his  kingdom.     And  let  all  enter  upon  that  fear  of  God 
which  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom,  and  upon  that  trust  in  him 
which  is  the  foundation   of  all  true  virtue    and  excellence  of 
character. 

Not  one  of  you  can  think  of  our  departed  friend  without- 
wishing  that  you  may  die  as  she  died,  and  that  your  last  end 
may  be  like  her's.  Then  live  as  she  lived  ;  follow  the  Savior 
as  she  followed  him  ;  consecrate  to  him,'ye  who  are  young,  the 
freshness  and  the  vigor  of  your  age,  as  she  did  ;  then  God  will 
own  you  as  his  friends,  will  honor  you  in  life,  give  you  peace 
in  death,  and  raise  you  to  be  partakers  of  his  goodness  in  his 
kingdom  of  glory. 

To  those  of  her  own  sex,  especially  to  her  sisters  in  this 
church,  our  beloved  friend,  though  dead,  yet  speaketh.  She 
has  left  you  a  rich  legacy, — -the  legacy  of  her  example,  of  her 
prayers,  of  her  Christian  deeds  ;  and  by  these  she  speaks  to 
you  from  the  tomb — Go  thou  and   do  likewise, 

'  Daughters  of  Eve,  come,  trace  her  heav'nly  lifc; 
Feel  with  what  power  her  bright  example  shines  ; 
She  was  what  you  should  be.     Young  virgins,  come, 
Drop  a  kind   tear,  and  dress  you  at  her  tomb. 
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Gay  silks  and  diamonds  are  a  vulgar  road ; 
Her  radiant  virtues  should  create  the  mode. 
Matrons,  attend  her  hearse  with  thoughts  refined, 
Gaze  and  transcribe  the  beauties  of  her  mind, 
And  let  her  live  in  you." 

To  all  let  me  say,  the  imitation  of  what  was  excellent  in 
the  life  of  our  friend,  and  watchful  readiness  to  follow  her  in 
death,  are  the  best  honors  we  can  pay  her  memory,  and  the  best 
improvement  we  can  make  of  this  providence.  May  the  spirit 
of  grace  teach  us  these  lessons,  and  make  us  learn  them  with 
power,  that  when  our  Lord  Jesus  shall  come  to  call  us  home 
by  death,  or  shall  appear  with  his  saints  in  the  great  rising  day, 
we  may  be  found  ready  for  his  coming,  and  ascend  with  all  our 
friends  who  have  died  in  the  Lord,  to  dwell  together  eternally  in 
the  kingdom  of  our  God  and  Savior,  and  there  learn  in  our  own 
experience,  how  great  is  that  goodness  vi^iich  God  has  laid  up 
for  them  that  fear  him ;  which  he  has  wrought  for  them  that 
trust  in  him  before  (he  sons  of  men. 


